Local humane society looking for land
By Mike Gates
Guardians of Angels, a local group focused on helping pets and animals, went to the Chatham County Board of Commissioners July 18 looking for a land donation to further the organization’s goal of building the county’s first long-term pet adoption center.
“The benefits are pretty self-explanatory,” said the Rev. Terry Dorsey, president of Guardians of Angels and a pastor at gracepoint in Pittsboro.
Dorsey requested 3-5 acres from the Chatham County Business Park in order to build a 5,700 square foot adoption center.
The center would cost about $1.2 million, most of which Dorsey said would be raised independently.

He added that the important part would be getting a land donation first.

“I’ve found that once you have land, it’s more material to investors,” Dorsey said.

Guardians of Angels have already asked Siler City and Pittsboro for land, but neither town had 3-5 acres to give away, he said.

According to the organization’s proposal, the facility would be a state-of-the-art adoption center geared toward cats and dogs

There will be 23 kennels for grown dogs, five for puppies, two kennels for quarantine purposes, and a one acre for outdoor exercise and play.

For felines, there will be 18 rooms for adult cats, 12 rooms for kittens, an indoor play room and an enclosed outdoor play and exercise area.

There will also be two adoption matching areas — one for cats and one for dogs.

The rooms would allow for potential owners to interact with animals they’re interested in.

Storage, food preparation, administration and laundry areas will also be built into the facility, according to the proposal.

“Adoption centers are a lot different than the way they used to be,” Dorsey said.

And in order to help keep the pet population under control, the organization wants to provide space for a future medical and wildlife research clinic.

“As the spay and neutering of animals is key to controlling the pet overpopulation problem and the rehabilitation for those animals who might have otherwise been deemed unadoptable, it will be important to provide the space for a future medical clinic,” according to the proposal.

The center would be for long-term animal holding, Dorsey said, and it would keep animals for up to a year.

Currently, pets that go to pounds or similar adoption shelters in the county have five days to be picked up.

After that, they need to be either sent somewhere else or, more commonly, euthanized.

Around 50 percent of dogs picked up by animal control are euthanized each year, and about 73 percent of cats, Dorsey said.
Those numbers also come after the most successful recorded year of spaying and neutering campaigns in the county.
In February, Chatham Animal Rescue & Education spay/neuter coordinator Joan Cunningham announced that up to 650 animals in the area were spayed or neutered.

Sterilizing animals prevents unwanted births, which often leads to giving the babies up for adoption and risking having them euthanized.

But Dorsey said the adoption center will probably not have a no-kill stipulation.

No-kill shelters often simply transfer the problem to centers that do euthanize animals, solving nothing in the long term.

And Dorsey said that, in some cases, it’s better to euthanize animals shelters and adoption centers receive than not to.

“We’re not saying we’ll be no-kill because sometimes that’s the most merciful thing to do,” he said.

But Dorsey said that while a problem still exists, current organizations are doing a great job helping.

“We’ve got to give a lot of credit to CARE,” he said. “They’ve really been the champions over the years for home rescue.”

Dorsey complimented Chatham County Animal Control Director John Sauls on his work as well.

“John Sauls has done a tremendous job at the shelter,” Dorsey said, adding, “They’re out there hitting it every day. It’s a tough turf.”
But he added that there was more that could be done.

“No one’s able to keep up,” he said. “With the economy and the general state of animals everywhere with this big turf, it’s just that no one can keep up with what needs to be done.”

The Board of Commissioners said they’re interested in the proposal, but that they would like Guardians of Angels to ask local community colleges for land on their campuses first.

The Central Carolina Community College campus in Sanford has a nationally renowned veterinary medical technology program.

Dorsey said the school has shown an interest in sending students up to Chatham County for extern assignments.

If the center could be built on the Pittsboro campus, he said there would be multiple bonuses.

Vet tech students could commute to work on the animals, children in the area could visit the center and, with a senior center in the town, older residents could meet with animals as well.

“Seniors, students and vet tech students could all interact,” Dorsey said.

The center will also have a strong focus on education, he said.

“We still have way too many homeless animals,” Dorsey said. “We still have to have a conversation as a community about spay and neuter, proper animal care, what to do with wildlife when you find it — we need to have ongoing communications.”

But the commissioners said that while they couldn’t grant him the acres he was asking for immediately, Dorsey is welcome to come back in the future if nothing pans out.

“I like the idea,” said Commissioner Chair Brian Bock. “How could you not?”

Dorsey said the commissioner’s impression was one he’d seen in the past.
“There’s some pretty good evidence that a well-designed and well-funded adoption center will bring people and money in from other counties, he said. “And that’s something I think we could use right now. I think if we could rally around this idea, and I’ve found no one that’s against it, we could really help the community.”

Guardians of Angels’ next step will to get in touch with CCCC’s board of directors to ask for a land donation, Dorsey said.
Meanwhile, the organization has events planned to raise funding and awareness.
On Saturday, July 30, Guardians of Angels will be at Compadres at 8:30 p.m. in Siler City to kick off a 70’s-themed community introductory event.

There will be a $5.00 cover charge, and D.J. Michael will be at the restaurant to provide music.

A larger event is scheduled for Sept. 24 at the General Store Café in Pittsboro.

The celebration will be the official start of Guardians of Angels’ community drive.

There will be music, food and more available to anyone interested.

